
ABOUT COF

Catholic Order of Foresters (COF) is a fraternal 
benefit life insurance society dedicated to 

protecting the financial security of Catholic 
families through innovative life insurance policies 

and annuities providing guaranteed lifetime 
income. Bringing Catholic values to life since 

1883, COF offers its members opportunities for 
spiritual, social, and charitable growth.

COF is licensed in 34 states and Washington, 
D.C. With a nationwide membership, COF 

remains a trusted leader in the fraternal insurance 
industry by engaging Catholic communicaties 

and supporting them through fraternal outreach 
programs and service initiatives.

Members can be confident in the ease and security 
of doing business with us. Our team is available by 
providing you the confidence in knowing we will 

be there when you need us most.

Bringing Catholic Values to LIFE

Local Court 
Partnership Funding

A CATHOLIC FRATERNAL BENEFIT LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY SINCE 1883

355 Shuman Boulevard 
Naperville, IL 60563-1270

800-552-0145  |  catholicforester.org

BRINGING CATHOLIC VALUES TO LIFE! 
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Cover photo: Matching Funds Event,  
Somerset 1011, Somerset, Wis.

PROGRAM GUIDELINES
Carefully follow these procedures.

	 1.	 Each year, select one Local Court Partnership 
		  Funding benefit.

	 2.	 Complete the Partnership Funding Application 
		  form with signatures.

	 3.	 Mail to the Home Office for approval. Allow a 
		  minimum of 30 days to receive High Court 
		  approval before initiating the project.

		  a.	 Upon approval, the form will be returned to  
			   the sender.

		  b.	 Upon receipt of the approved form, the leading	
			   Local Court may initiate the project and 
			   proceed to raise funds.

	 4.	 Coordinate the project, time, date, and location  
		  for COF volunteers.

	 5.	 Involve all Local Courts by inviting participation. 
		  (See sample wording.)

	 6.	 Identify key Local Court officers or other members 
		  willing to organize supporting projects in their areas.

	 7.	 Alert area and Local Courts supporting this event 
		  to return proceeds to the sponsoring Local Court.

	 8.	 Generate advance publicity by sending  
		  announcements to local media – parish bulletins, 
		  diocesan and town newspapers, and radio stations. 
		  Provide posters for local parishes, schools, and 
		  other locations.

	 9.	 Collect and verify all income and expense receipts. 
		  Return the form to the High Court.

	10.	 Designate a date for the Local Court Partnership 
		  Funding check presentation.

	 11.	 Coordinate the date for the formal check 
		  presentation with media availability. Invite Local 
		  Court representatives who had an active role in 
		  raising funds.

	12.	 Arrange for a photo of the presentation. Email to 
		  jjames@catholicforester.org for possible 
		  publication in Catholic Forester magazine. 



Earning, Partnering,  
and Giving
Local Courts have an opportunity to raise funds and 

    receive Partnership Funding from the High Court 
for one major cause each year.

PROGRAM GOALS
	 •	 To support significant diocesan, seminary, and 
		  Catholic educational appeals.

	 •	 To contribute funds to national and statewide 
		  disaster relief.

	 •	 To encourage cooperative interrelationships among  
		  courts as members work together for a common 
		  purpose.

LOCAL COURT SPONSORED PROJECT
Attempt to alternate recipients from year to year.

	 •	 An approved fundraising project should support  
		  a benevolent cause that appeals to local courts.

	 •	 Each new project/recipient, new or ongoing, 
		  requires annual approval by the High Court.

	 •	 All monies earned are to be disbursed to the 
		  recipient during the calendar year of approval.

NO REIMBURSEMENT FOR A LOCAL COURT DONATION.

PROGRAM FINANCIAL 
BASICS
	The sponsoring local court will receive dollar-for-
dollar Partnership Funding when raising $1,000  
to $2,500.

	 •	 $1,000 is the minimum partnered amount  
		  available from the High Court.

	 •	 $2,500 is the maximum partnered amount 
		  available from the High Court.

	All benefit funds earned by individual local courts 
are to be merged. The local court will then issue  
one benefit check to the recipient. 

	On a predetermined date, the local court benefit 
check and the High Court partnered check are to 
be presented to the recipient.

ADMINISTERING THE PROGRAM
To conduct a Local Court Partnership Funding event or 
project, a Local Court is required to:

	 1.	 Be in compliance with the High Court standards 
		  and reporting requirements.

	 2.	 Develop funding projects that will achieve 
		  financial goals, promote community goodwill,  
		  and appeal to members. 

	 3.	 Enlist the support, suggestions, and resources of 
		  area COF Agents.

	 4.	 Solicit the help of all Local Courts. Identify key 
		  Local Court officers willing to organize supporting 
		  projects.

	 5.	 Promote the project to all Local Courts.

	 6.	 Show appreciation to all volunteers in supporting, 
		  developing, and completing the project by 
		  writing a thank-you note.

Sample letter

Dear Local Court officer,

The High Court has instituted a program where we can receive Local Court Partnership Funding for a 
preapproved cause or individual.

As sponsoring Local Court, we have selected ______ as the recipient of this year’s Local Court Partnership 
Funding project.

We have chosen to raise money by ______. Your court can participate by ______ and ______.

If your local court chooses to participate, notify our Local Court Secretary by (date). Send 
acknowledgements to (Name and mailing address).

The Local Court Partnership Funding program requires all funds raised by Local Courts to be sent to the 
sponsoring Local Court and merged into one check. As soon as your Local Court has completed raising 
funds, please mail a check for the proceeds to (Name), Local Court Treasurer. All checks need to be received 
by (date).

On behalf of (Name and Number) Local Court, thank you in advance for your participation in this 
worthwhile cause.

Sincerely,

(Your Name) 
(Local Court Position) 
(Local Court Name and Number)

St. Rose of Lima 2509, Crofton, Neb. St. Rose of Lima 2509, Crofton, Neb. 



LOCAL COURT PARTNERSHIP 
FUNDING PROGRAM 

FA-225-A (3/22) 22-04-005 

 APPLICATION 
Sponsoring Local Court Name and Number  Today’s Date 

Sponsoring Local Court Contact Name  Phone Number 

Sponsoring Local Court Reports are all 
in compliance with the High Court?  Yes   No

 Jurisdiction Name 

BENEFIT DETAILS  For more space, use additional sheet 
Recipient Name 

Recipient Address (Street, City, State, ZIP Code) 

Recipient’s funding needs 

Proposed benefit fundraising event(s)/project(s) 

Benefit fundraising event/project date(s) 

HIGH COURT 
APPROVAL  Approved      Denied

 Authorized Signature    Date 

 LOCAL COURT APPROVAL 

 Local Chief Ranger Name  Phone  Signature   Date 

 Email 

Local Treasurer Name  Phone  Signature   Date 

 Email 

 BENEFIT FUNDRAISING EFFORTS & RESULTS  For more space, use additional sheet 

EVENT DATE FUNDRAISING BENEFIT PROJECT GROSS INCOME* EXPENSES* NET AMOUNT 

 Check if additional details are attached. TOTAL NET AMOUNT 

Total number Local Courts involved Total number of hours worked 
(number of members X number of hours worked) 

Total number of COF members involved Number of participants or attendees 
 

Return to: Fraternal Department, Catholic Order of Foresters, 355 Shuman Boulevard, Naperville, IL 60563-1270. 
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